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ROUND THE HORN TO CALIFORNIA

1846                                             ;

THE chief incidents of the voyage to California are
recorded both in the Memoirs and in the Sherman
Letters. Yet the wealth of descriptive detail in the
letters to Miss Ewing gives them an historical value
which justifies the preserving of liberal extracts. The
reader, familiar with the reports of life on modern war-
ships rounding the Horn, may draw his own compari-
sons. This experience of Sherman's may be further
related to the present by a citation from a letter written
during the voyage to his sister Elizabeth: "If you hear
about a subscription opening to dig a canal across the
Isthmus of Panama, you may put me down any amount,
for really I do not fancy a voyage of twenty-four thou-
sand miles to accomplish a distance of less than two
thousand/5 l

The Lexington sailed July 14, 1846.

BOARD THE UNITED STATES SHIP Lexington}
"Monday, July 12, 1846.

*'I wrote you a hasty note today enclosed in one to
Phil.   Now, however, I am on board the ship that is to
be my home for many a long month.   I have a good
1 Sherman Letters, p. 34.
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